
Columbia Dance's 
Nutcracker



Our story begins with Cecilia, Jane, and Agnes Douglas getting ready for
Fort Vancouver's holiday party.  The year is 1845 and their father is the Chief
Trader for the fort.  This means that their family lives in a beautiful home
inside the fort's walls.  Their father, James, and mother, Amelia, are hosting
the annual holiday party and the children are anxiously waiting for the
guests to arrive. 

Act 1



We see families walking to the
party, excited for all of the
festivities to come!  People came
from all over the world to live and
work at Fort Vancouver.  We see a
family from Scotland, and a
couple from Hawaii.  We see a
Naval Lieutenant from England
who brings 3 navy midshipman to
the party.  Did you know that in
the 1800's boys as young as 14
years old had jobs on the ships
that sailed all the way across the
oceans?



Once the guests have all
arrived, it's time to
decorate the dining
room.  The steward
brings forth garlands of
greenery.  The children
dance with the garlands
before hanging them
around the room to add
some holiday cheer.  
Once the parents leave
the room to play cards,
the children begin to
search for hidden
presents.  They have just
found one when . . .



A new guest arrives!  It's Dr. McLoughlin, the fort's Chief Factor.  And wait . . .
he's brought someone else with him.  Everyone knows Dr. McLoughlin, but
who is this fellow who accompanies him?  Aha- it's a fur trapper who works
outside the fort's walls.  And he's brought a gift.  He's brought Mr. Douglas a
beaver pelt.  Now this is quite a treat.  You see, beaver pelts were one of
the most valuable items in Fort Vancouver in the 1840's and that's because
every gentleman aspired to have a beaver felt top hat.  It was the height of
fashion as well as a status symbol.
Cecilia is quite mesmerized with this boy from the village.  He regales her
with tales of life outside the fort's walls . . . of canoe trips to hunt for beavers
. . . of the beautiful iridescence of newly fallen snow on the banks of the
Columbia River . . . of people from all over the world creating a life in the
village of Fort Vancouver- Castaways whose ship was lost at sea and
ended up in Fort Vancouver instead of Japan, Voyageurs from French
Canada, Indigenous peoples from nations like the Chinook and Cowlitz,
people from Hawaii and Scotland and whole groups of people arriving in
wagons after journeying across the country on the Oregon Trail.   



Cecilia could listen to the Fur Trapper all
night, but Dr. McLoughlin has some tricks
up his sleeve, or rather, his hat.  First it's
apple upon apple appearing as if from
nowhere.  What a tasty treat for the
children!  Next, it's presents for everyone.  
And wait, there is still more.  3 dolls come
to life- a dancing Sugar Plumeria, a
dancing Snow Woman, and a dancing
Beaver!  Oh my! The beaver gets quite
rambunctious and the brave Fur Trapper
must intervene, chasing him out of the
house through the fireplace.



Well, now Cecilia is quite sad.  Her new friend has disappeared and she
didn't even get a chance to say goodbye.  
Dr. McLoughlin tries to cheer her with a beautiful doll, but it's no use.  Her
spirits are quite low.  Desperate to console her, Dr. McLoughlin performs
one final magic trick.  He goes to the fireplace and pulls out a Nutcracker
doll that looks exactly like the fur trapper who just left through the
fireplace!  Cecilia is grateful to have a keepsake to remember her friend by,
and dances happily with her Nutcracker doll.

Like all good things, the party must
come to an end.  The guests say their
goodbyes and trek off to their homes.  
Dr. McLoughlin dozes on the couch
and Cecilia changes into her pajamas
and goes to sleep in her bed.  
She can't wait to see what she
dreams about after such a magical
evening!



Oh what a dream Cecilia has!  She dreams of tiny beaver kits swarming her
dining room in search of Dr. McLoughlin's hat.  They are tired of people
hunting them just to create these silly hats.  It is time they did something
about it.  They will steal the hat in revenge!  Their leader, Le Castor,
commands them to seize the hat and then uses its magic to transform the
beaver kits into bigger beavers.  



But wait just a second.  Dr. McLoughlin wakes up and catches the rodent
thieves in the act.  He is not going to hand over his hat without a fight.  He
steals it back and transforms the Nutcracker doll into the real life Fur
Trapper who summons his fur trapping crew to battle the beavers.  An epic
battle ensues.  In the end, Le Castor thumps the Fur Trapper on the head
with a log and the Fur Trapper is left injured on the ground.  While Cecilia
and Dr. McLoughlin rush to his aid, the beavers swoop in to swipe the hat
yet again.  Le Castor triumphantly exits wearing the top hat.  



Cecilia is devastated.  Is the Fur
Trapper alright?  She begs Dr.
McLoughlin to save him.  He rouses
the Fur Trapper.  He is groggy and
likely has a lump on his head, but he
will be fine.  Cecilia is so relieved.  
She invites him to dance with her and
the two dance their way through the
quiet forest.

But wait! Someone else is there.
A beautiful woman appears and
calls out to the moon, inviting it
to glisten on the freshly fallen
snow. She then beckons to the
snowflakes and they begin to
dance, welcoming Cecilia to the
world outside the fort's walls. 

What a wonderful dream it has
been, and it has only just begun!



When the show starts up again we see Cecilia asleep in her bed.  We see
that Cecilia dreams about the Moon Woman, the Beavers and Fur Trappers,
and the wonderful holiday party.  

It seems like just a dream until Dr. McLoughlin returns with his magical hat
and once again makes the Sugar Plumeria doll come to life.  Cecilia wakes
up to see the Sugar Plumeria Fairy dancing with her tiny Plumerias.  The
Plumerias welcome Cecilia.  Suddenly Simon appears to introduce Cecilia
to his friends in the village of Fort Vancouver.

One by one each group of people dances.

Act 2



As the Voyageur leaves, the dancing water
form a river from which beautiful wapato
plants sway and grow.  A majestic salmon
struggles to swim upriver, but succeeds in
the end.  Did you know that the wapato
plant was an important food source for
many indigenous groups?  To harvest the
plant they had to wade into the water and
loosen the roots with their toes.  

First it is the Castaways.  They tell
the tale of their long voyage at sea.  
A storm snapped their ship’s rudder,
preventing them from reaching
Tokyo and leaving them adrift on
the ocean for 14 months before
finally reaching land 5,000 miles
away in North America where they
were brought to Fort Vancouver by
Dr. McLoughlin.

Next it is a Voyageur who
paddles her canoe over to
greet the newcomers,
carried by dancing water.
She gifts her canoe to the
Fur Trapper, but he is not
sure where to take it.



Now the night grows starry and we meet enchanting stargazers who seem
to communicate with the stars.  Reading the celestial map, they guide the
Fur Trapper on where to sail his canoe to.  Did you know that many
Hawaiians sailed to Fort Vancouver in the 1800's?  They were known for
their skillful navigation at sea using natural elements like stars as guides.

Next we meet the Fort's clerks in full Scottish dress.  
They are checking the trading post ledger and
tidying the store.

And now here comes a covered wagon straight from
the Oregon Trail.  The poor children who emerge are
exhausted and hungry after a long cross-country
journey.  Thank goodness Dr. McLoughlin appears
with a basket of snacks to revive them and get them
back to their childhood antics.



Next, we see beautiful Camas Flowers dancing in the breeze followed by
one more vision of the Sugar Plumeria in all of her splendor. 

What a joy it has been for Cecilia to meet so many new friends. She is
reveling in her adventure when it slowly starts to fade away. Goodbyes are
never easy, but the memory of this night will be something she cherishes
forever. With her Fur Trapping Nutcracker doll held to her heart, she
slumbers peacefully knowing that she will never forget Simon and the
incredible world he introduced her to.


